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Meeting Minutes
Monday, May 11, 2026

Present: Kate Allingham, Edie Sowa, Jen Konikowski, Brian Konikowski, Roberta Charpentier, Natalie Caron, Joe Caron, May Walsh, Courtney Majcher, Amber Lavalee

1 ) The meeting was called to order at 6:27 p.m. by Kate Allingham

2 ) Acceptance of previous meeting minutes
a) April 6, 2026 Regular Meeting - Edie made a motion to accept the minutes; Brian seconded; all in favor.
b) April 15, 2026 Special Meeting - Kate made a motion to accept the minutes; Jenn seconded; all in favor.

3) The Treasurer's Report was discussed and is on file.

4) Public Comment: None

5) Correspondence: Email from Edie Sowa resigning from the Preston Public Library Board of Trustees as Interim Secretary effective the June 8, 2026 meeting. Jen made a motion to accept the resignation; Kate seconded; all in favor.

6) Amber presented the Managers report.
a. Correspondence: 
· From Parks & Rec re: Poppy Playtime & the Library having a table at the Thursday summer Farmers Market.
· Received grant award notification from Walmart Spark Good Program
b. Passive Programming: 
· CT Passport to Libraries Program
c. Building Updates: 
· The new person hired to clean the Library is working out well.
d. Financials: 
· Received quarterly check from the Town,deposited into Chelsea Groton Bank; 
· Received donation check from Chelsea Groton Bank’s Dress Down day
e. Grants/Donations:
· Hart’s greenhouse donated flowers for Library entrance
· Lopresti’s donated flowers for Library entrance; thanks to Jenn & Brian
· Applied for Chelsea Groton Bank grant for new AWE Learning Station units
· Wicked Tulips donated two bouquets
· DMC Embroidery donated embroidery kits & sewing supplies for future programming; thanks to Drey
· Dollar General grant awarded
f. Spending:
· Summer programming
· Presentation equipment for meeting room
· Three Laptops
· One AWE Learning Station
· Redesign Library website
g. Fundraising:
· Town-wide tag sale on May 30, 2026
h. Staff Updates:
· Library Assistant (Social Media) filled
· Library Assistant (Youth Services/Website) filled
· Library Assistant (Open)
i. Circulation is up from last year
j. Patron visits are up from last year

7) Business:
a) Finances: Budget should be spent down before June 30, 2026
b) Board Leadership & Succession: Jen Konikowski, President; Brian Konilowski, Vice President; Roberta Charpentier, Interim Treasurer; Edie Sowa, Interim Secretary. We bid farewell to Kate Allingham with great appreciation for her years of service.
c) Insurance & Policy Review
d) Job Descriptions (Finalization): Kate made a motion to accept the updated job descriptions submitted by Amber; Joe seconded; all in favor.
e) Staffing & Hiring Update: Kate made a motion to post the open Library Assistant position; Joe seconded; all in favor. 
f) Fundraising/Community Events: 
· Preston Ridge winery fundraiser on September 12, 2026
· Town-wide Tag Sale on May 30, 2026
· Town Parade on May 17, 2026
· Summer Farmer’s Market at Preston Community Park
g) Other: Edie made a motion to accept Courtney Majcher as a new member on the Library Board of Trustees; Kate seconded; all in favor

8) Adjournment: Kate made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.; Natalie seconded; all in favor

Next Meeting: Monday, June 8, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. in the Library

